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The attendees for Workshop IPC – ISHAC Milano
2009, numbering over 600, have been treated to 2 days of
stimulating discussions, break-out sessions, simulations, & live
case demonstrations.
Highlights from Sunday’s Physician Workshop included
lectures on advanced imaging to help deliver intracardiac devices
safely and effectively, as well as a thorough description of
common interventional techniques (ASD, PFO, PDA, & VSD
closure, as well as balloon valvuloplasty/angioplasty for CHD). Also,
advanced techniques in stent and percutaneous valve therapy were
discussed.
The Workshop for Nurses and X Ray Technicians was also very highly
attended, nearing 100 in number. Stimulating discussions in cardiac
catheterization responsibilities and techniques, along with new Hybrid
therapies and the psycho-social aspects of treating patients with CHD
were enjoyed by all.
The day culminated in a New Technologies Overview,
sponsored by industry, with a wrap up lecture on the humanitarian
efforts of Associazione Bambini Cardiopatici nel Mondo and a beautiful
story of The Valpolicella Wine Experience. Accordingly, all attendees
were treated to a wonderful 2003 Amarone wine.

Monday, the 1st official day of IPC – ISHAC, began
with a bang! Fetal and neonatal cardiac interventions were
discussed and debated along with conventional surgical
alternatives. Complex stenting of CHD was also presented,
highlighted by a live case demonstration of implantation of the
Medtronic Melody Valve by our host, Mario Carminati, and
assisted by his former pupil, Philipp Bonhoeffer, with a lively
discussion of the procedure by the panel and attendees. Also,
severe CoA, both in the thoracic and abdominal aorta were
treated “on screen” with excellent results. In addition to other popular
live cases, expert lectures in intracardiac closure devices and
interventional therapy in adults with CHD kept the audience attentive.
The day culminated in the ever popular Nightmares in the Cath lab,
championed by the international winner of the award, Neil Wilson.
Everyone is anxious for Tuesday to arrive when the faculty
will concentrate on lively discussions on PFO closure, RVOT
dysfunction, Structural Heart Disease, and a how-to session on treating
CoA. There will be more live case demonstrations, which always gets
everyone involved. The session will end with the IPC Awards, after
which everyone will be treated to a wonderful drive and Gala
experience at Villa San Carlo Borromeo.

GALA DINNER 8:30PM TONIGHT at the Villa San
Carlo Borromeo. Bus pick-up from the Hotel Lounge
at 8 PM.
The buses are leaving at 8:00 pm in front HOTELS:
-DOUBLE TREE HOTEL
-UNA HOTEL SCANDINAVIA
-ATA HOTEL FIERA
-MELIA’ HOTEL
For those who are based somewhere else, buses will leave
from the Convention Centre (MAIN ENTRANCE)

Gala
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Different Imaging Modalities...

TUESDAY SESSIONS

WEDNESDAY SESSIONS

The closed ties between different imaging
modalities and interventional procedures were
demonstrated during the first two days of the
meeting. CT and MRI provide significant
anatomical information to the catheterize before
the intervention. However two and three
dimensional echocardiography remains the
preferable modality for the non invasive imaging
of congenital heart disease before interventional
procedure. Tranthoracic, transesophageal and
intracardiac approaches are being used as
guidance for the transcatheter intervention. The
roll of three dimensional echocardiography is not
established yet but it seems to provide further
information in cases of fenestrated atrial septal
defects and flail mitral valve.
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